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COLUMN 


cd» 
a has implemented several pro- 


A 


he Astoria Column for 69 


years has towered 125 grams to raise awareness and 


feet into the skies atop its necessary funds to repair dam- 


vantage point on 600 foot age to the Column, and hired a 
Coxcomb Hill in Astoria. That 


time has allowed harsh coastal 


world-class conservationist and 
an Astoria-based conservator. 
Column was 


weather to take its toll on the The Astoria 


unique pictorial frieze that scrolls designed by New York architect 
around the monument, which Electus D. Litchfield and decorat- 
tells the story of the discovery of ed by the Italian-born artist Attilio 
the Oregon country from before Pusterla, using a modified sgraffi- 
the advent of whites to the arrival to technique. Patterned after the 
of settlers and western civiliza- Trajan Column in Rome, Italy, it 
tion. Astoria, Oregon, the Pacific is truly unique: the only large 
Northwest and indeed the nation piece of memorial architecture of 
have been in grave danger of los- reinforced concrete with a picto- 
ing the artwork on this important rial frieze in sgraffito technique 
historical monument, the only in the world. 
one of its kind in the world. But a Where once the pictures on the 
citizen group dedicated to outside of the Column stood out 
restore and maintain the proudly in golden ochre tones, 
Column (Friends of Astoria 
Column) and the Astoria com- 
munity are working 
hard to see _ that 
doesn’t happen. The 
Friends of Astoria 
Column was founded 
in 1988 to advance 
the cause of restoring 
and preserving the 
Astoria Column. 
Friends efforts led to 
the documentation 
and cleaning of the 
Column, and development of a plan 
for extensive preservation and 
improved presentation to visitors. 


Over the past two years, the group 


today many are damaged 
nearly to invisibility. 
The Column itself is 


structurally sound. It 
features a lung-test- 
ing 164 step climb on 
an interior winding 
staircase that leads to 
an open viewing plat- 
form where, when the 
weather cooperates, 
the view includes the 
mouth of the 
Columbia River, the 
Ocean, the shores of 
Washington state, Saddle Mountain, 
Youngs Bay, and far to the east the 
peaks of St. Helen’s and Rainier. 


Pacific 


Listed in the National Register of 
Historic 1974, the 
Oregon Historic Preservation Office 


said in an August 30, 1990 letter: 


Places since 


“The program to restore the artistic 
character of the Astoria Column and 
improve the public’s experience of 
the monument is one of the most 
important historic preservation 
efforts underway in our State today.” 

Dr. Frank Preusser is technical pro- 
ject consultant and coordinator. 
Preusser has held leading positions 
at the Geity Conservation Institute in 
Los Angeles and has been involved 
in most of the Institutes’ preservation 
projects and accompanying research 
worldwide. 

Jonathan Taggart, designated chief 
conservator for the project, received 
his M.S. in Objects Conservation from 
the Winterthur Art Conservation 
Program of the University of Delaware 
in Newark. He has worked on many 
important historic objects, and by 
lucky chance resides in Astoria. 

Consolidation — the process used to 
preserve what is already there and 
reduce potential ongoing losses signif- 
icantly — will be step one in the 
process of restoration. Step two is the 
actual process of making the story 
once again legible, inpainting where 
the image clearly is, reconstructing 
where it’s not. And finally, a type of 
“raincoat” will be applied to the 
Column, impregnating it with a water 
repellent. 

A long term maintenance and inspec- 
tion program will ensure that this 
major effort is not needed again soon. 

Since you cannot see the Column 
while it’s shrouded in plastic, we’ve 
provided a full-color photo for you in 
the center of this newsletter. You’ve 
chanced upon a moment in history 
that, like the restoration of the Sistine 
Chapel ceiling, is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. 


M, Saxe, 1989 


Close-up view of an unrestored image. 


A COLUMN OF 
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PROPORTIONS 


n the grand scheme of history, the 
United States is a young whipper- 
snap of a country when compared 
with the grandfatherly age of 
European, Slavic and Asian countries. 
But the mystique and spirit of the west 
is embodied in its history and captured 


on the Astoria Column. 


History 


The Astoria Column began as a 
flagpole. 

Ralph Budd, president of the Great 
Northern Railway, had originally 
intended that the final monument in a 
series erected along the route of the 
Great Northern Railway be a “very fine 
base for a large flag staff, which would 
carry a correspondingly 
American flag.” 


large 


Why a column? 


Electus Litchfield, an architect in 
New York, told of the sgraffito work of 
Artist Attilio Pusterla, so Budd and 
Litchfield planned a column of histori- 
cal proportions, which would begin 


with the discovery of the Columbia 
River and end with the arrival 
of the railway train. In between, 
all of the events which led to the 
establishment of American claims 
to the Northwest Territory, and the 
ultimate winning of the west, would 
be depicted on the Column’s face. 
The site: Coxcomb Hill, Astoria, 
Oregon, the first American Settle- 


ment west of the Rockies. 
Elevation: 600 feet. 
Architecture 


The Column is patterned after the 
noted Trajan Column erected in 
Rome by Emperor Trajan in 114 
A.D. 


Inflation 
demonstrated 


Total cost of building and decorating 
the Astoria Column in 1926 was 
$27,133.96. 


John Jacob Astor, head of the fui 


trading company that built Fort Astoria 
and for whom Astoria is named, had a 
hand in this monument: his great- 
grandson, Vincent Astor, contributed 
to the building of the Column. 

The Great Northern Railroad picked 
up the rest of the tab. 


Scenes 


The scenes are depicted in chrono- 
logical order with the earliest scene at 
the base of the Column. There are 14 
scenes in all, which are explained 
alongside the Column photo in the 
center pages of this newsletter. 


Today 


Today, the Astoria Column under- 
goes a restoration so it continues to 
stand as a proper testament to those 
courageous settlers and the many 
events which occurred in the proces! 
of discovering a new land. 


THE COoLvUMN 


An interpretive center will allow close-up views of the Column scenes. 


he Astoria Column is magnifi- 
cent from either view: from the 


bottom, where one squints up 


its full height, noting the rounded exte- 
rior with its sgraffito scenes, or from 
the top, after the 164-step climb, the 
step out onto the landing, for views on 
a clear day of the crests of the Pacific 
Ocean, the treacherous Columbia 


“London has its famous 
tower and Westminister 


Abbey; Paris has its Eiffel 


Tower and Champs 
P. 
Elysee; and Astoria has 
its Column ale The visitors center highlight 
Coxcomb Hill. 


will be a scaled down replica of 
Columbia Press 1959 os ; 4 
© (a ees ee the Column with a staircase 


River Bar, Saddle Mountain, various | Winding about it, where visitors 


lakes emptying into the Columbia and, | Will be able to view up close what 


way east, mountains in the distance | they can only see from a distance 
like Rainier and St. Helens. outside. 

The Astoria Column Interpretive It may also house interpreta- } 
Center will allow visitors and residents | ions and descriptions of the his- js 
alike to understand and learn from the | toric events depicted on the exte- 
Astoria Column, the Columbia River | rior of the Column on panels. restroom facilities. 
and the exterior scenes of the Column. The interpretive center would also Two renderings of what the interpre- 
house a reception area, gift shop and} tive center might look like are shown. 


The phot v shows how 
much the decoration has deterio- 
rated. The white outlines were 
made by restorers who traced the 
original carving. Compare it to & 
the upper right restored scene. 5 


ASTORIA 
SCENES 


mportant events in the history of 
the Pacific Northwest are illustrat- 
ed on the Astoria Column. The 
earliest scene, number one, begins on 


the lowest part of the Column. 


14. Coming of the settler and 


the railroad. 


15. Fort Astoria returned to the 
United States, 1818. 


12. Fort Astoria sold to the British 


and renamed Fort George, 1815 


11. Pacific Fur Company Ship 
Tonquin blown up at Vancouver 
Island, 1811 


10. Pacific Fur Company 
Overland Party arrives at 
Astoria, 1812. 


9. Ship Tonquin arrives at @ 


Astoria, 1811. Building Fort 
Astoria. 


8. John Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur 
Company Ship Tonquin sails 
from New York, 1810 


7. Lewis & Clark Expedition 


builds Fort Clatsop. 


6. Lewis & Clark Expedition 
spends the winter of 1805 -1806 
on the Lewis & Clark River near 


Astoria. 


5. Lewis & Clark Expedition 


boiling sea water to make salt. 


4. Lewis & Clark Expedition, 
first lo cross the continent, 


arrives al Astoria, 1805. 


3. Native American village on 


land now known as Astoria, 


2. Discovery of the Columbia 
River by Captain Robert Gray in 


the ship Columbia, 1792. 


1, Native wilderness. 


CARVING THE COLUMN 


tors to the Column are often heard wondering aloud about the exterior of the Column. ‘Is 


painted?’ ‘Is it carved?’ The answer is simple — it is both. 


Sgraffito (pronounced skrafeto) is bas-relief, which is the projection of an image or form from its background. This art 
form was developed in the Italian Renaissance. On the Astoria Column, a creamy white paint was carved into the light-col- 
ored top plaster, allowing the dark, chocolate colored background to show through and provide the foil in the desired 
shapes. 

We're lucky, if the Column had been merely painted, much of the valuable artwork would be lost today. But restorers use 
early photographs and observe the carved lines under oblique lighting to see the paint. 


THANK YOU FOR 
EVENTS STEPPING UP! 


ndividuals, families, businesses 


vents for locals, 


students, and clubs stepped-up for 
friends and visi- one of the Column’s 164 steps, 
each sold for $1,000. Thank you for 


making the climb to the top! 


tors have been 
held to build excitement 


for the Column’s restora- 


: : c 1. Waldorf, Germany (Astoria’s sister city) 
tion, beginning with a 2. Miller, Joe & Edith 
rae 3. Michael Foster 
golf tournament called ee eee 
the “Column Classic” at 5. Steinmeyer, Herbert & Margaret 
6. Byerly, Jane 


the Astoria Golf & 
Country Club which 


nN 


. Van Dusen Beverages 

8. Schnitzer, Arlene 

9, Schnitzer, Arlene 

10. Schnitzer, Harold & Arlene 

. Marie, Bonnie & Marshall, Ken 
. American Legion, Post #12 


served as a kick-off for 1 
12 
13. Wells, William & Carol 
14 
15 


the “Step On it” pro- 
gram, in which each of |. Abrahamsen, George 

. Dichter, Harry & Leslie 
16. Ricciardi, Corrine & Jackson, Tom 
. Autzen, Duane 


Column were sold for is AUG CREIEee 
19. Bornstein Seafoods, Ine. 


$1,000; followed by Clatsop County School children assembled banks and 20. Siverson, George & Almeda 


“Coins for the Column,” collected “Coins for the Column.” 21.Gilbaugh, James & Marilyn/ 
Novak, Walter & Lynn 
22. Northwest Natural Gas, Astoria 


the 164 steps of the 


where Clatsop County 


. . . . ~ a 5 7 ae rv ali 
school children were provided with | talized on the busy fourth of July | 2-Shea Foundation 
g ; 24. Morden, Don & Anne 
cardboard banks in which to collect | weekend with the “Run for Time, Za aoe eae A. & Family 
3 Si a 26. Bidwell & Co. 
coins (they got to keep the banks); | Astoria Column Restoration Run,” a | 927. Goodman, Tom & Alix Meier © 
et : : . . 7 4 resi cet c= 28. Brown, Ernie & Ebba 
informational meetings in Astoria; and | road race and walk which will be 99. Berkshire-Hathaway, Inc. 


“ ‘ktails for nt @ ” for people repeated during this year’s Regatta 50. Hauke, Skip ; 
Cocktails for the Column” for people pee g yeé gallé 31. Paulsen, Richard & Myrtle 


with close ties to the Astoria area who | Festival. 32. Falcon Cable TV 
; tc : 5 A 2 “ Z 335. Spence, June 
live in Portland. Additionally, we capi- Send in your clip off card to receive 34. Englund, Freda 
more information about events. 36. eau Vincent Family 
37. Grimberg, Nancy 
INVESTING IN OUR PAST 38. Straumfjord, Allen & Jon 
39. Fluhrer, Russell 


40. Wadsworth Electric 


to improve our future 41. Tienson, Thane 
42. Paschall, Bill & Family 
45. Roman, Steve & Rebecca 
44. Brownlie, Mike 
he local community has invested in the effort to restore the Column to 45. Morrow, Paula 


46. Chopping, Robert & Margaret 
7. Fick, Steve 

48. Marshall, Jean 

49. Scott, Robert & Dorothy 

50. Gjovik Family 


the tune of $172,000 raised during the “Step On It” campaign. Meyer 
Memorial Trust provided a $250,000 challenge grant which was met 
by funds raised by the community and a donation from the City of Astoria. 


51. Labiske, Carl & Dorothy 
The following Foundations also invested in our past to improve our future: 52. a pasen L.F. & MJ. 
: 53. Riutta, Elli G. 
Collins Foundation ($50,000), the Clark Foundation ($20,000), the Oregon | 5; Deane, Ba eanD 
Community Foundation ($10,000), Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust (10,000), | 2° Delors lee hier 
Autzen Foundation ($5,000), Jackson Foundation ($2,500). 57. Sporre, Eric 


58. TLC Federal Credit Union 
59. AHS Class of ‘59 

60. Sporre, Eric 
61. Sporre, Eric 

62. Anderson, Ron & Patti 

63. McCracken, Paul & Sally 

64. Snow, Sarah 

65. Merlo, Harry 

66. Zaliratos, Nicholas & Virginia 


67. Hill, Ella; Hearn, Dan & David 
68. Zatterlow, Helene 


69. Shaw, Louise & Don 

70. Singer, Edward J. 

71. AHS Class of ‘71 

72. Leinassar, Jeffrey & Cathy 
735. Van Horn, Fred Sr. 

74. Hoffman, Jean Irwin 

75. Luoma, Edwin L. 


Astoria’s sister city, Waldorf, Germany, contributed $5,000 which was 
matched by the citizens and corporations of the German-American 
Friendship Society in Waldorf for a total donation of $10,000. Michael Foster, 
chairman of the Friends of Astoria Column, accepted the check in a ceremo- 
ny in Waldorf in April. 

You can join Friends of Astoria Column by donating through the box at the 
Column, ordering merchandise from this newsletter, purchasing a brick or 
making your tax-deductible contribution by mailing it to our address (you'll 
receive a receipt for your donation). 


76. Grayum, Barbara 

77. Reuter, Phyllis 

78. Miller, Clark & Sue & Family 
79. Hanson, Dorothy : 
80. Sandoz, Jean 

8t. Van Thiel, Dan & Renae 


82. 


AHS Class of ‘82 


85. Englund, Jon & Mary Jean 
84. Swanson, Dr. John & Janice 
85. Snow, Harold & Helen 

86. Overton, Margaret Reuter 
87. Jue, Duane & Irene 


88. 


Mickelson, Dorothy 


89. Wulf, Evelyn Nelson 
90. Hubbell, John 
91. Snow, Harold & Jeanyse 


92 
95. 


95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 


Robinson, Jo 
Berney, Bruce & Kristina 


4. Law, Duncan & Flora 


AHS 1994 Student Council 
Moyer, Marguerite 

Astoria Middle School 

Delphia Oil, Inc. 

Lindstrom, Fred, Carol & Andy 
Bechtolt, Karen & Warren 
Pacific Power & Light 
Poindexter, Audrey 

Barbey, Graham & Anne 
Willamette Industries/Clark, M. 
Schnitzer, Jordan 

Riley, Polk 

Fort Clatsop Historical Society 
Astoria Rotary Club 


Hedeen, Mark — Investment Mgmt. 


Wubben, Dr. John 


. Forrester, J.W. & Eleanor 
Fink, Tom & Standard Insurance Co. 


Hallaux, Charlotte 
Haskell, Don & Carol 
First Interstate Bank 


j. Rischer, Richard, Louise & Alex 
7. Horgan, Vic 

. Williams, Linda 

. Landye, Thomas 

. Potter, Ann & Tom 

. Astoria Warrenton Chamber 

. Bugas, Andy & McDonald, Pete 
3. Allen, Steve 

. Johnson, Howard B. & Family 
5. Young, June Daggatt 

. Wilkins, Jim & Regina 

. Barbey, Helene 

. Linehan, Kettelkamp et al. 

. Mansfield, Steve & Debra 

. Morse, Richard/Kessler, Marilyn 
. Seeborg, Gary 

2. Lee, Ruff, Stark Architects 

. Roberts, Weston M. 

. Fluhrer, Mrs. Fred 

. Curtis, Arnold, Irja & Family 

. Pier 11 Feedstore & Restaurant 
. Josephson, Dennis & Judy 

. Cellars, Allen & Natalie 

. Perkins, Larry & Shirley 

. Kiwanis Club of Astoria 

. Haglund, Charles & Marie 

. Utti, Tom & Vicki 

. Snow, Jeanyse 

. Hall, Billy & Thompson, Dick 

. Oleson, Linda (Estate of) 

. Maplewood Trust 

. Seppa, Hugh 

. Franciscovich, Gerald 


Mesher, Robert & Robin/ 
Stewart, Milt & Judi 
Young, Gavin & June 


. Green, Punch & Joan 

. Peterson, Gregg & Carter 

. Grout, John & Kelsey 

. Mengel, John & Ladd 

. Bank of Astoria 

. Ferguson, Ann 

. Ferguson, Jim 

. Doogers Seafood & Grill 

. House of Chan 

. Henningsgaard, Blair & Paula 


M. Nygaard Logging 

Nygaard Bros. Logging 
Petersen, Karen, Linda & Butch 
Reserved 


storia Column{s} recently had an informal chat with Friends of Astoria Column 


president Jordan Schnitzer. i N T E R V | K VV 
| :E oe | d 


. What is the Friends of the Astoria Column? 
. Friends of Astoria Column is a non-profit citizen group which was formed seven years 


ago and made up of many dedicated people from Astoria, Clatsop County, and 
Portland, people who have volunteered many hours to help restore this wonderful 
Oregon landmark. 


. Who owns the Column? 

. The City of Astoria owns the Column but it belongs, in spirit, to everyone. 

. Why do we need to restore the Column? 

. Since the Column was dedicated in 1926, the Oregon Coast weather has damaged 


the beautiful artwork that surrounds the Column. 


. What is involved in restoring the Column? 
. This is a very complicated project. The restoration project includes hiring experts to 


investigate the amount of damage to the artwork on the Column, cleaning the 
Column, performing test samples, and determining the best methods to restore and 
maintain the Column. 


. When will it begin? 

. The actual physical restoration began in April, 1995. 

. How much will it cost? 

. The restoration of the Column will cost approximately $750,000. 

. Where did all the money come from to restore the Column? 

. Hundreds of people have contributed: from grade school students in Clatsop County 


who saved nickels and dimes in an Astoria Column piggy bank, to the 164 steps that 
the Column sold for $1,000 each, to major contributions from large foundations 
such as the Meyer Memorial Trust and Collins Foundation. Every contribution — be it 


one penny or tens of thousands of pennies — is important. 
_ When will the restoration be completed so we can climb up inside the Column again? 


. October, 1995. 
. And then your job is complete? 
. Not quite. We then plan on redoing the landscaping around the Column, including 


developing better access for the handicapped and lighting the Column so that it will 
stand as a beacon. 


_ Are there any other future plans for the Column? 
. Yes. Once the restoration is complete, we want to help the more than 160,000 peo- 


ple who visit the Column each year understand the significance of the Column. 
Therefore, we plan to build an interpretive center which will display information 
about the Column, its history and its purpose, as well as other exhibits about Oregon 
history and the settling of the region. 


_ Where can the public make a contribution? 
. There's a donation box near the Column. We're also selling personalized bricks to 


raise money to fund new landscaping, and of course contributions of any size are 
very much needed and appreciated. Stop by the information booth and pick up a 
brick order form. 


_ Why is the Column important to so many people? 
_ Restoration of the Astoria Column will help preserve the history of the founding of 


our country and leave a legacy for our children. 


_ And finally, why did you get involved in the project — out of all the worthy projects in 


Oregon? 

My grandfather, Sam Schnitzer came to Astoria as an immigrant and got his start by 
picking up rags and scrap off the street. My family’s history is closely tied to this cor- 
ner of the world, and so | have always had a soft spot for Astoria. 


_ Classic sweatshirt embroidered with “Friends” 

% logo. Select hooded or crew style. Both are 50/50 
cotton/poly, and available in red, white, navy; 
medium, large, or x-large, 

Hooded Sweatshirt: | ACHS-1 $20.00 
Crew neck Sweatshirt ACCN-2 $18.00 
* t 


—s 


oS 


Classic T-shirts with familiar Astoria sites. 
Both styles are 100% cotton in medium, large, or x-large. 
White T: ACWT-1; Blue T: ACBT-2 $14.00 ea 


ape 


Secure your keys on 
this silver-tone 
key chain, 


~ ay 


Wake up to a great mug and great coffee! Astoria Coffee 


Co's."Column-Bean” is blended especially for the Friends WearaColumn lapel pin y—_y SE 6S A 
of Astoria Column. This tasty half-pound bag comes with (right) ACLP-1 $5.00 
three attractive Column mugs ACCM-1 $19.50 Or stash your cash with } 
the money 
These, and many other items are available at the Column clip (below) 
ACMC-1 
$5.00 A ceramic all- 


occasion orna- 
ment (left) is 
hand-crafted by 
Rindy, 3" tall. feieshlians 
ACO-1 $15.00 | 


A 19"solid wood replica of the Column 
is encircled with close-up views of the 
Column‘s scenes. ACOL-1 $15.00 


TO ORDER: Write in the item code that corresponds to the merchandise pictured above; list the quantities per size for each color and unit cost. Multiply 
the number of items by the unit price for the extended cost. Note: you must 


list same item for each different clothing color ordered. If you are ordering QUANTITY BY SIZE EXTENDED 
merchandise where no size is necessary, simply put quantity under x Irg head- Med | Lrg | XLrg COST 
ing. CALL (503)325-2963, or (503)325-4530 for more information. 
MAIL TO: P.O. BOX 717, ASTORIA, OR 97103. FAX ORDERS (503)325-2467. $ 
Name Phone (Day) 
Address 
City State Zip 
Check Enclosed $——__—. Bill To —_Visa | __MasterCard 
Card No. # Exp. Date 
Signature 
Send To 
[_] | would like to make a donation in the amount of $ 
ois : Shipping costs will be added to charged orders. 
Ist. ae d 5 
Please add my name to your mabing? list Please call for shipping costs if paying by check. TOTAL 


ASTORIA 


CALAN 


© Date built: 1926 

~ Architect: Electus Litchfield 

\ Artist: Attilio Pusterla 

© Elevation: 600° 

© Column Height: 125° 

© Number of Steps: 164 

© Number of Visitors each year: 250,000 
© Original Cost: $27,133.96 

© Originally Funded by: 


Great Northern Railway and 
the Astor Family 


© Restoration Complete: 1995 
© Restoration Cost: $1 million 


™ Restoration Funded by: The 
generosity of citizens of the Northern 
Coast, and citizens, foundations and 
corporations across our state. 


@ FRIENDS SUPPORT 
THE COLUMN 
The Friends of Astoria Column, Inc. 
was founded in 1988 to build com- 
munity awareness and raise funding 
for the restoration of the Column. 


@ PLEASE CONSIDER 
HELPING IN ONE OF THE 
FOLLOWING WAYS: 

® Buy a brick (see back page). 

© Contribute to the donations box. 

® Make a charitable contribution. 

© purchase a gift at the gift store. 


© Participate in a “Friend-Raising” event. 


Your help and contributions are gratefully received — 
y that ean be acknowledged, will be. 


ASTORIA 
Ruth Shaner 
P.O. BOX 717, ASTORIA OR 97103 
(503) 325-5102 © FAX: (503) 525-0438 
PORTLAND 
Jordan Schnitzer 
1121 SW SALMON ST., PORTLAND, OR 97205 
(503) 248-2000 © FAX: (503) 248-9140 
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@ COLUMN CAPTURES SETTLING OF THE WEST 


A UNIQUE 


The Astoria Column was formally dedicated in 1926. This unique historical 
monument (the only large piece of memorial architecture of reinforced con- 
crete with a pictorial frieze in sgraffito technique in the world) was erected in 
honor of Captain Robert Gray, Meriwether Lewis, William Clark and John 


Jacob Astor. It has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places since 


1974. 


The Column is located 
atop Coxcomb Hill, a site 
whose majesty inspires a 
greater sense of awe, both 
for the natural beauty and 
the enormous significance 
behind the journey that 
led to the discovery of 
the Northwest Territory. 
This site is the single van- 


tage point from which to 


experience a comprehen- 
sive visual overview of the 


historic events of the The panoramic view from the Column, to the west. 
region, including the Lewis 

& Clark Corps of Discovery exploration of both Oregon and Washington. The 
unparalleled view over the Columbia, The Pacific Ocean and the mountains, as 
well as Fort Clatsop and the river basin, give the viewer some sense of the his- 
toric journey and the powerful attraction of the region. 

The Column is the one place where the special history of the Columbia River 
Basin is depicted in a rare art form, a spiraling pictorial frieze mural of 14 
scenes. This visual chronicle captures the essence of man's quest to "Settle the 
West". This culmination of the move by immigrants from Europe across the 
United States, and across the Pacific — individuals who sought religious, intel- 


lectual and political freedom — is one that all people can relate to. 


ARTIFACT, THE WORK OF MANY 

The Astoria Column is a unique artifact in Oregon and the Pacific 
Northwest. The Column was the work of many who collaborated on its 
original design, construction and financing. The mix of individuals who 
dedicated themselves to the Column's restoration 70 years later was equal- 
ly diverse. The East Coast is blessed with a house or a church that is 250 
years old on nearly every block. While our regional treasures are not as 
old, they are no less significant. Our quality of life is enhanced by their 
continued preservation. Today, as a result of the Column’s restoration, it 
continues to provide a unique recreational and educational experience for 
an estimated 250,000 school children and adults annually. 
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PROPORTIONS 


he Astoria Column began as a COLUMN SCENES 


flagpole. Ralph Budd, President of 


i : Around the cupola: Captain Robert Gray 
the Great Northern Railway, had and Lewis & Clark and John Jacob Astor 


originally intended that the final monu- 


ment in a series erected along the route The Railway Arrives, 1893 


of the Great Northern Railway be a "very Coming of the Pioneers, 1837-1848 
fine base for a large flag staff, which 
U.S. Ship Ontario Flying American 


would carry a correspondingly large 
P aah od! Flag, 1818 


" 


American flag. 


Electus Litchfield, an architect in New Transfer of Astoria to the Northwest 


York, told of the sgraffito work of artist SSO pee Orerne ls 


Attilio Pusterla. This led Budd and Arrival of the Lost Overlanders 


Litchfield to plan a Column of historical 


First Overland 
Astorians Arrive 


Destruction of the 
Tonquin, Summer 
of 1811 


Overlanders Cross the 
Divide Led by Wilson 
Price Hunt 


Tonquin Arrives at 
Mouth of Columbia, 
Spring of 1811 


Shown here, is a portion of Attilio Pusterla’s original work- 
ing drawing for the Astoria Column. The entire drawing ts 


over six feet tall, and can be viewed at Astoria City Hall. Tonquin Sails from 


New York, Sept. 8, 1810 


proportions, a monument that would Astor Overland Party Leaving St. Louis 


begin with the discovery of the Columbia 


: ; : Indian Fishing and Boat Building 
River and end with the arrival of the 


railroad. In between, the Column's face _ Mf Fort Clatsop is Complete 

would chart all of the events which led to 

the establishment of the American claim 

to the Northwest Territory, and the ulti- ™ They Obtain Salt by Boiling Sea Water 


Fort Clatsop Established, Dec. 1805 


mate winning of the west. : a 
Lewis and Clark Reach the Pacific 


The 125-foot Column is patterned after 
the noted Trajan Column erected in Rome 
by Emperor Trajan in 114 AD. The artist ® The Lewis and Clark Expedition Crossing 
depicted the 14 scenes in chronological the Mountains 
order, with the earliest scene at the base 


M@ Indians Greet the Explorers 


Piha Cola: @ Lt. Broughton Names Mt. Hood, Oct. 1792 


Total cost of building and decorating the — & Gray finds an Indian Village 


Astoria Column in 1926 was $27,133.96. i p d : 
® Robert Gray in the Ship Columbia 


John Jacob Astor, head of the fur trading in the Great River of the West, 
company that built Fort Astoria and for May 11, 1792 
whom Astoria is named, contributed to A visitor strolls around the Astoria Column 


: @ Before the White Men Came : 
the building of the monument through his she admiring its restored pictorial frieze. Each 


year, 250,000 visitors from all over the 


great grandson, Vincent Astor. The Great 
world come to the Column. 


Northern Railway provided the balance of 


the funding. 


THE NATURAL 


MAJESTY 


@ ENHANCING THE RECREATIONAL 
& EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE 


The Astoria Column sits high atop Coxcomb Hill - the 
site is the single vantage point from which to experi- 
ence the sweeping visual overview of the historic 
events of the region, and the natural majestic beauty 


of the area. The site provides a unique recreational 
and educational experience for an estimated 250,000 
school children and adults each year. 


The Column's restoration is part of a comprehensive 
plan for the site. The next important phase will 
enhance the beauty and educational value of the 
Column, provide a comfortable and enjoyable experi- 
ence for visitors, improve and invigorate the existing 
natural landscape, and provide a total environment 
that will feature the majesty of the Astoria Column 
and its unique geographical site. 


B AROUND THE COLUMN 


Restoration plans directly around the 
Column will provide more formal 
stature - the plaza area will be expanded, 
using granite banding along concrete 
walkways and granite steps leading up to 
the Column entrance. 


A low, formal evergreen hedge will 
surround this plaza and set in a broad field 
of grass, giving the Column the formal 
setting that this nationally significant 
monument deserves and reminiscent of 
the historic landscape. Beyond the access 
road, parking and pathways, the landscap- 
ing treatment will feature native and 


indigenous plants and trees. 


g@ ACCOMMODATING OUR VISITORS 


Improved lighting around the Column base, for parking areas, pedestrians and 
picnic areas enhances safety and provides illumination on "misty" days. 
Additional plans to add to the beauty and enjoyment of the site include the 
redesign of traffic flow and increased parking for passenger cars, visitor buses 
and RV's; and ADA improvements; and the addition of picnic tables and bench- 
es. The well viewed relief map and donor plaques will be sited for better access 
and reading...all in all, important and beautiful enhancements to this remark- 
able site for the enjoyment and continued preservation of the Astoria Column. 


COLUM N, BSNASELE PLAN 


The restoration was directed and 9 


completed by a team of two inter- 


estoration of the Astoria 
Column was required to 
‘eclaim its previous artistic nationally acclaimed conservators 


integrity which inclement coastal and twelve conservation interns 


weather had caused to deteriorate between 1993 and 1995 following 


over its (then) 65-year history. years of painstaking research and 


By 1988, the once golden ochre, frustration. 


brown and white sgraffito pictures It is fitting that the next phase of 


circling the Column turned improvements to the Column and 


dismally legible. its surrounding grounds are slated 


The Column itself was structurally to be completed at the 75th 


: ; ; A photo taken prior to restoration shows conservators’ 
sound, featuring a lung-testing 164 — ehalk outlines on one of the Column scenes. Anniversary of the original dedica- 


step climb on an interior winding non-profit, tax-exempt ees tion of the Column. And, at no time 
- ; x-exe organization, 


staircase that leads to an open viewing of before, will the Astoria Column play such 


Friends of Astoria Column, Inc. to restore 


the mouth of the Columbia River, the : , a significant role in our region than dur- 
ee er and preserve the Column. The Friends : 
Pacific Ocean, the shores of Washington Ne é ing the approaching Lewis & Clark 
a aches ; effort led to the documentation and ; : ‘ 
state, Saddle Mountain, Young’s Bay, and ; Bicentennial Commemoration in 2005- 
' 5 d cleaning of the Column, and development ; are 
far to the east the peaks of St. Helen’s and i : : F 2006 and the years leading up to it. Six of 
ae of a plan for extensive preservation : 
Rainier. ; i ae the 14 Column scenes are devoted to the 
and improved presentation to visitors. : 
A group of concerned citizens formed the Corps of Discovery Tour. 


@ MARK YOUR PLACE IN HISTORY! 


A continuous Donor Brick Walk will rim the hill with the names of people who 
donate for the site restoration and Column preservation. The Friends of Astoria 
have designed a wonderful campaign that allows citizens, visitors, school chil- 
dren and friends from around the world the opportunity to purchase bricks 


inscribed with the donors name, to be installed in the Brick Donor Walk. 


Proceeds of the Brick Sales help to preserve the restoration of the Column, and 
will help fund the landscaping plan. Use our form to order, or visit the gift shop 


at the Column site. 1 <i 


s > 
se, HELP LANDSCAPE THE COLUMN SITE. CLIP THIS FORM AND ORDER YOUR PERSONALIZED BRICKS TODAY. 


FRIENDS OF ASTORIA COLUMN: Astoria, (503) 325-2963 © Fax: (503) 325-0438 


YES! Add my name to Oregon history. 


Name Phone (day) ext. 


Address City. State Zip 

You may purchase a brick in your name, or you may dedicate your brick as a gift in another name. 

With your purchase, you’re entitled to an inscription which will be a permanent part of the history of the Pacific Northwest. 
You will be sent a certificate in your name and/or for each name you make a gift. The certificate confirms your place in history. 
I am unable to purchase a brick at this time, but would like to make a tax deductible donation of $ 

I would like to purchase bricks at $50.00 each. The names are listed below*. 

Payment $__—————S—CSCsé‘< Eccl. _—_ Please ill =y: L] visa L_] MasterCard Exp. Date 


Account No. GER BESS BEGG Been GoRa ee | Signature 


Fill in each name you want inscribed. Names can be up to 
24 characters per brick including one space between first, 
middle name or initial, and last name. 


*Grids for two names are provided. If you wish to order 
more bricks, please use an additional sheet of paper. tL eal : 


Please return this postcard to FRIENDS OF ASTORIA COLUMN, P.O. Box 717, Astoria, OR 97103. You may fax credit aia : ieee 
card orders to 503.325.0438. If you have any questions, call “Friends” at 503.325.2963. We appreciate your support. - f 5 ee 


wr 


Veil0 
immortalized yourself 
alongside some very 


important people... 


JOHN JACOB 
ASTOR 


CAPTAIN 
ROBERT GRAY 


THOMAS 
JEFFERSON 


LEWIS & CLARK 
and 


YOU! 


HELP BUILD, BRICK Pee 


BRICK, A |COMMUNITY VAN a | 


\STORIA COLUMN 


he Astoria Column for more than 70 years 

has towered 125 feet into the sky above its 
vantage point on 800 foot Coxcomb Hill in Astoria, 
Oregon. Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, the Column’s scrolling ‘sgraffito’ artwork 
tells the story — from bottom to top — of the settling 
of the west. 


The artwork was severely damaged by the harsh- 
ness of the weather on the Northern Oregon Coast 
and, over time, deteriorated in places to the point 
of invisibility. A restoration — with funds raised by 
the non-profit Friends of Astoria Column — was 
completed in 1997. 

The restoration of the Astoria Column gave us back its 
story, told with the artists’ graceful artwork; and it gave 
you the opportunity to add your name to the famous 
ones that grace this stunning 1926 monument. 
The Astoria Column area is transforming into a true 
community plaza, with benches, drinking fountains, 
flagpoles and picnic tables. As interpretive center will 
enable visitors to see the Column’s story up close, and 
help us understand one of the oldest monuments on 


the west coast. 


BECOME PART OF THE 
COLUMN’S ‘NEW HISTORY’ 
BY PURCHASING A 
PERSONALIZED BRICK. 


Highlight your name, 

a friend’s, a family members... 
celebrate an anniversary or a birthday, 
for just $50. The walkway will form a circle 
around the beautifully landscaped 


Astoria Column Plaza and Gardens. 


If you would like more information about the 
Astoria Column or the restoration efforts, call the 
Friends of Astoria Column: 

(503) 325-4530, 
or visit the Column atop Coxcomb Hill 


in Astoria. 


Thank you very much 
for supporting this important 
restoration. 


YES. Add my name to Oregon history. 


ext. 


Phone (day) 


Name. 


Zip 


State 


City. 


Address. 


You may purchase a brick in your name, or you may dedicate your brick as a gift in another name. 


With your purchase, you're entitled to an inscription which will be a permanent part of the history of the Pacific Northwest. 


You will be sent a certificate in your name and/or for each name you make a gift. The certificate confirms your place in history. 


Lam unable to purchase a brick at this time, but would like to make a tax deductible donation of $ 


bricks at $50.00 each. The names are listed on the reverse side. 


I would like to purchase 


©) MasterCard Exp. Date 


Please bill my: VISA 


[1] | bier | Signature 


Please return this postcard to FRIENDS OF ASTORIA COLUMN at the address listed on the reverse side of this card. 


Enclosed. 


Payment $ 


Account No. 


\ ill in the name of each name you want inscribed. Names can be ) 
Si aereeeeerriperm luminance 
FORM order more bricks, please use an additional sheet of paper. 
|__ Send to: | Friends of ig eA) eae ee 
_P.0.| Box 717 Lalla BEBRERBE LL) 
He 
Pee eT la lL She carci 


please call: (503) | 325-4530 


FRIENDS 


of 
ASTORIA COLUMN 
P.O. Box 717 
Astoria, Oregon 97103 


